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Dear colleagues,

Our jobs as teachers are to get pupils to learn the material in our respective 
subjects; we know how difficult this task can be. To get pupils to truly understand 
the material, it is important to grab and keep their attention during lessons. But 
how can we do that?  How do teachers make their lessons interesting?  Teachers 
make their lessons interesting by making the learning material relevant to their 
pupils’ lives, and by giving pupils freedom to creatively use the new material 
(this is especially true for foreign language learning). The crucial goal, as a 
teacher, is to develop our pupils’ skills, to help them be successful throughout 
all their learning experiences, their careers and, ultimately, their lives.

Today’s world requires people to think critically about what is going on 
around them, what they are doing and what they are learning. Pupils must 
learn how to analyze information and question it, along with being able to 
make something new out of this information and knowledge. Teachers need to 
empower pupils to take initiative in their learning experiences, and to awaken 
and sharpen pupils’ analytical and critical thinking skills.

Project work allows pupils to work creatively with new learning material, 
which makes the lessons and the material more interesting and relevant to the 
pupils.  Through project work, learners take charge of their own learning and 
become invested in their work. The results of their project become a reflection 
of themselves, as well as showing understanding of the learning material.  

As a teacher of English I can state that doing project work during lessons is 
extremely valuable for a pupil’s learning practice.  My experience assured me 
that through their project work pupils learn to express themselves creatively in 
English. They are empowered to communicate in English, too. 

I hope this book will inspire the teachers, who haven’t experienced this 
practice yet, to start incorporating project work into their lessons.  It will add 
value to a pupil’s learning experience and life skills.  You will learn that project 
work is not only beneficial to the learning experience, but it is also incredibly 
fun! Enjoy!

                                                                
        The Author
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	  choosing a good idea  planning
	  collecting information
	  analyzing the results
	  preparing  project  product  and    

  project  presentation
	  introducing project results
	  discussing and assessing

It is also important to get them to understand the following steps.
Steps of a Successful Project

1
Define the 

topic

Projects typically involve topics from the curriculum that have 
the potential for deep exploration. Topics can correlate directly 
to the standards. Brainstorm with and ask students what 
interests them. Be prepared to allow students to develop their 
own project questions with teacher support. Also, consider 
teaming with a teacher in another subject area.

2
Clearly 

establish 
academic 

goals

Identify standards that could be met through the project and 
align the learning objectives to those standards. Be sure to 
integrate both conceptual learning and skillbuilding.

3
Define the 

tasks

Teachers develop guidelines for how the project will be 
completed. Consider this an opportunity to communicate 
required tasks. It also should be used to give students guidance 
in the steps they should take to successfully complete the 
project.

4

Establish 
time frames 

and due 
dates 

If students are accustomed to a traditional teaching method, 
more time may be necessary to establish new routines of 
working in small groups with peers. Keep in mind that ambitious 
projects can take considerable time to complete. Teachers 
must balance the need to stay on schedule with the benefits 
accompanying PBL.

5

Offer a 
choice of 
“products” 

that 
demonstrate 

learning 

Teachers offer students a choice of “products” that they produce 
to document what has been learned. Products can include: 
 Oral presentations for a variety of audiences 
 Digital presentations 
 Videos 
 Books  
 Skits or dramatizations 
 Web sites 
 Bulletin boards 

Do not go where the 
path may lead, go 
instead where there 
is no path and leave 
a trail.
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6

Create 
monitoring 

and feedback 
procedures

Provide students with scheduled and structured feedback 
mechanisms that occur throughout the life of the project.

7
Develop 
authentic 

assessment 
tools

Possible evaluations include a grading rubric, peer assessment, 
a culminating essay or a portfolio assessment. Always inform 
students of the grading tool prior to the onset of the project 
work.

8
Develop 
project 

evaluation 
metrics

Decide in advance how you will determine the success of your 
projectbased learning activity. Ask the difficult questions: what 
went wrong, if anything? How can I improve the project? Did 
my students meet the learning objectives? After evaluating the 
activity, revise it for future use.

The project experience shows that learners not only respond by feeding back 
information, but they also actively use what they know to explore, negotiate, 
interpret and create. They construct solutions, thus shifting the emphasis 
toward the process of learning. 
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The Barriers of Project Based Learning
There are many reasons why teachers 

have not ‘embraced’ technology enhanced 
project based learning to its full potential.  
They include a lack of preparation time, 
limited resources, a lack of administrative 
support, and limited class time to implement 
PBL in the curriculum. Other reasons are 
that teachers may have difficulty adjusting 
to a more guiding role as facilitator, and 
helping students to become more self
directed. These external and internal 
barriers have different characteristics.

External barriers include a lack of access to things such as computers, 
software, planning time, workload or administrative support and curriculum 
coverage. 

Internal barriers relate to teacher beliefs about instructional technology, 
traditional methodologies and willingness to make changes in classroom 
practices and professional development. 

Students have difficulty: 
	  initiating inquiry: having coherent research questions; 
	  defining a research project: good research design and   

 appropriate methodology;
	  directing investigations: finding resources; 
	  managing complexity and time: keeping deadlines, estimating  

 time needed to do a task; 
	  collaborating and giving feedback: articulating the work of   

 others and giving regular feedback; 
	  followingup the project: revising products, things that require  

 critical thinking skills and cognitive selfawareness. 

On the other hand, teachers have difficulty: 
	  designing projects that support the learning of specific   

 concepts and skills and sustaining such highly demanding   
 pedagogical approaches like PBL; 

	  monitoring progress, giving feedback and support where and  
 when it is needed and general classroom management; 

	  using technology especially as a cognitive tool: incorporating  
 technology is challenging; 

External barriers are 
more easily recognized 
and readily fixed,
while internal barriers 
require changes in 
teachers’ beliefs and 
daily teaching method.
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	  designing project evaluation assessment: assessment that   
 requires students to demonstrate their understanding. 

The Teacher’s role
The teacher’s role is also very important. We can never give pupils a task 

like “Go somewhere, I do not know where. Bring something like that, I do not 
know what.” 

Whenever we teach and in whatever circumstances, our role remains 
fundamentally the same — that of a participant and coordinator when necessary, 
responding to a language point that may need presenting or revising, and 
anticipating linguistic or logistical problems. In other words, we are a figure in 
the background evaluating and monitoring the language being used. Our role 
is perhaps most vital in trying to maintain an overview to inspire confidence so 
that our students feel they are learning by working towards their objectives. 

Projectbased learning is a structure that transforms teaching from “teachers 
telling” to “students doing”. Students become active problemsolvers, decision 
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and meaningmakers rather than passive 
listeners. They collaborate or cooperate 
forming groups, organizing their activities, 
conducting research, solving problems, 
synthesizing information, organizing time and 
resources and reflecting on their learning. 
Teachers change their role “from sage on the 
stage to guide on the side” and assume the 

role of cognitive and metacognitive coach (by asking, monitoring, managing, 
group regulating and keeping moving) rather than knowledgeholder and 
disseminator. The project serves as the initial challenge and motivation. 

During project work, I try to help my pupils with ideas and computer skills.  
We communicate after classes, providing them with information, while working 
on a few “Project Hints / Project Worksheets”. 

Assessment 
Generally, with its innovative approach to learning, PBL also requires an 

innovative approach to assessment, which is challenging. It requires a varied 
and frequent evaluation, including teacher assessment, peer assessment, 
selfassessment and reflection. Using technology as a tool and constructivist 
learning as the methodology, assessment of learning is not a separate 
process after learning has occurred, but rather learning and assessment are 
coterminous.

Criteria of the Assessment
Completion — how com pletely you have achieved the aim of your   

project work.

Information Usefulness — how accurately the information you have collected 
corresponds with the topic and the aim of your project.

Presentation Product — how well you have produced the pres entation  
product, its format appearance and value.

Language Skills — how good you are at speaking English. 

Communicative Skills — how well you can discuss all project points.

If we want students to 
learn, we must show 
them how.
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Competencies — Project  Ideas

Indeed, the directions of Project technologies correspond to the content of 
Competencebased education.

To some degree, project work and competencebased learning are 
interconnected.

 To create  a good project the learners should have valid learning skills, 
and use various ways of thinking. They should know possible sources of 
information, how to deal with these sources and to use them and their 
information in an appropriate way. A projects is not only the process of learning 
that uses creative thinking, motivating pupils to the subject (Learning Skills). 
A project also heightens pupils’ interactions (Social).  It provides students with 
experiential learning opportunities to actively develop their knowledge and 
experience, as they cooperate in group projects. The learners decide whether 
they want to work individually or to cooperate in pairs or groups. They face the 
obstacles of getting along with others, choosing the leader, and distributing their 
roles and tasks. They learn to work together, sharing their knowledge, abilities, 
experience, and access to  information (Informational) for the achievement of 
a general result.

The participants acquire communicative competencies while presenting 
their project products, knowing that one of the evaluation criteria is the way 
of presenting their project with the correct language skills (Cultural and 
Communicative).

The last stage of project work (Discussion and Assessment) is not less 
important than the other previous stages. Pupils learn short lessons of behaviour 
in different, unpredictable situations. When a pupil’s project appears to be the 
best out of all the other pupils’ work, this “best” pupil learns how to properly 

Cultural
Communicative

I am
an ambassador

Health 
saving

I am  healthy

Informational
I am  

technologically 
savvy

Social
I am a leader

Learning Skills
I am a researcher

I  am ...
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behave towards other pupils in this situation, which requires humility and 
humbleness on the part of the “best” pupil. Or when a pupil’s project requires 
better preparation, the pupil learns to have the courage to acknowledge 
others’ success and  to make a choice of whether or not to improve. It is like a 
competition, but the results are beneficial.

Successful learners make use of these competencies in combination with all 
the other resources available to them. As they develop these competencies, 
the learners are also motivated to use them, recognizing when and how to do 
so and why. 

Our school Project Activities practice justifies its prospects and pedagogical 
significance, as it fosters pupils’ creative development and critical thinking.  
Pupils form of creative, imaginative, autonomous and socially active 
personalities, which effectively influences the basis and environment for further 
development of these competencies. Pupils acquire the experience of solving 
real life problems through the study and upbringing process. 

By making projects the learners develop their creativity, planning skills, 
researching skills, and language skills, while simultaneously LEARNING 
ENGLISH. Pupils’ English knowledge is  developed through interesting and 
motivating project work.

“Knowledge could be either like a pile of stones, pressing down the 
personality; or like a pyramid, with the personality, standing on the top of it.”

A person has a choice and a responsibility to care.
The main task of teachers is to help their learners to find their personal and 

unique lanes for coming to the top, and to remember: “Your success may not 
show up in the classroom. Sometimes it shows up when you expect it least and 
need it the most”



18 19

The Benefits of Project Based Learning
	  Allows for a variety of learning styles and is “real” world oriented. 
	  Riskfree environment — provides positive feedback and allows  

 choice. 
	  Uses  higher order thinking skills and learning concepts as well as  

 basic facts. 
	  Utilizes handson approaches. 
	  Provides for indepth understanding. 
	  Utilizes various modes of communication. 
	  Students are responsible for their own learning. 
	  Students have ownership of their learning. Projects promote   

 meaningful learning, connecting new learning to students’ past  
 experiences. 

	  Learning utilizes real time data — investigating data and drawing  
 conclusions. 

	  The learning process is valued as well as the learning project. 
	  Learning integrates with different curricular areas. 
	  Teacher is a facilitator of learning. 
	  Student selfassessment of learning is encouraged.

It is important to know:
	  A project should: encourage cooperation; give   

 children more confidence; give the teacher the   
 opportunity to praise children’s efforts; give children a  
 chance to show what they can do apart from English.

	  Teachers will not be able to correct their mistakes.
	  Pupils may not remember the correct forms in the  

 future.
	  Expect only as much as their current language level  

 will allow.
	  Take care not to overcorrect pupils (which might  

 worry them and make them lose confidence).
	  Don’t stifle pupils’ creativity (which takes the fun out of  

 a project).
	  When children are performing or showing their work,  

 stand back — this is their time. Do not correct at this  
 stage. It could discourage a child and damage their  
 selfesteem.
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Part II. SAmPLeS of LeSSoN / moDuLe 
SCeNArIoS

ToPIC: Our Travel acTiviTy BOOk 
   (module for the sixth-formers)
Aims:  to practice transportation language
   to develop the ability to form and  conduct life plans and    

   personal projects
   to develop language and communicative skills
   to teach pupils to perceive educational material using interactive   

   presentations;
   to practice grammar: articles, adjectives (degrees of comparison),  

   types of questions
   to enrich pupils’ cultural outlook
   to develop pupils’ competencies 
   to stimulate pupils’ creativity, anticipation, attention 
   to motivate English study
Materials: textbook “English 6” (O. Karpiuk ), flash cards, coloured paper, 

“Oxford  Wordpower Dictionary” computer, CDs , power Point presenta
tion,  HOs

Time: 90 minutes (module)
Procedure

1 minimodule (30 min.)

I. Introduction (2 min.)
1. Greeting.
2. T: Today we are finishing our topic “Around the World”. So, let’s review 

and summarize our knowledge and language skills on this topic. 

II. Warming-up (6 min.)
Activity “NAME 5”
Name 5 means of transportation (a car, a plane, a train, a ship, a bicycle)
Name 5 words to the topic beginning with letter “t” (to travel, a train, a ticket, 

a trip, a taxi)
Name 5 adjectives which go with the word “a trip” (enjoyable, tiring, exciting, 

dangerous, fantastic)
Name 5 reasons people travel (on business, for pleasure, in search of better 

life, to make new friends, to learn new things…) 
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Name 5 proverbs / quotations about travelling, seeing new places (“He, that 
travels far, knows much.” “A journey of a thousand miles must begin with a 
single step.” “Every departure has its arrival.” “East or West home is the best.” 
“Every journey has its flavor.”). 

III. Main part  (75 min.)
T: The other interesting quotations are:

“The World is a book, and those who do not travel read  
only a page.”

~ St. Augustine

I never travel without my diary.
One should always have something sensational to read in the 
train.”

~ Oscar Wilde

T: Let’s translate and discuss them. 
They are closely connected with our topic “Around the World”. 
Have you ever dreamed of travelling the world and writing about your 

adventures? 
Now is your chance to tell the story of your travels through pictures and 

stories.  
So, the summary of our topic will be presented through making projects. The 

projects will have a special design — book’s pages. The pages will represent 
not only our diary, childhood adventures, dreams and experiences, but also 
our knowledge of a subject and language skills. 

Project work “our Travel Activity Book”

 PAgE 1  Vocabulary Outlook
Task: Vocabulary review
Pupils say the words of the Topical Vocabulary comprising
the following  letters of the topic “Around the World”.
 e.g.    A — airport, land, a plane, to travel, a car, to arrange…
          R —  a train, Ukraine, to arrive, a sailor, by air, a country
  O — on foot, a journey, troublesome
  U — on business, a bus, a suitcase
  N — a passenger, a dis/advantage, a vacation
  D — to discover, a checkindesk dangerous,
   T — to get to know, an air hostess, to point
   H — a ship, geography, home
   E — safe, to feel excited, speed
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W — a view, a railway station, a town
O — to go on a trip, comfortable, to book a ticket
R — a carriage, a cart, tiring
L — a village, for pleasure, slowly
D — England, a road, by land

T: Before starting our next page we should review grammar material.
Certainly, it’s difficult to travel to different places without knowing the use of 

the correct articles. Sharing your impressions of travels is impossible when 
you don’t know the degrees of comparison.

So, let’s review our grammar and do the next page.

 PAgE 2  grammar Point 
Task: Articles — to choose the best answer
          Adjectives — to fill in the gaps
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Answer-keys:
Largelarger — the largest
Goodbetter — the best
Highhigher — the highest
Expensivemore expensive — the most  

   expensive
Oldolder — the oldest
Exciting — more exciting — the most  

   exciting

Adjectives
Large  —   …….    —  …… 
…….  —  better    —   …… 
  ……. —  …….    —   the highest 
…….  —   more expensive —   …… 
Old   —   …….    —   …… 
…….  —  …….    —   the most exciting

 PAgE 3  Listening Skills
Task: Listening Comprehension
          (after listening to the CD the pupils do the comprehension task) 
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T: What should we do in order not to get lost in a strange town?
Ps answers: e.g.  to ask for directions 
    to have a map and compass with us
    to use our mobile phones
    to know foreign languages
    to know geography well…
T: Mentioning geography lets see how well you know this subject.

 PAgE 4  geography Quiz
Task: Test your knowledge

Answers: 1  English, 2  the Nile, 3  English, 4  Washington, DC, 5  blueandyellow,  
        6  London

T: Now it’s time to look through the pictures of different countries and   
        match them with the countries they belong to.
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 PAgE 5  Comparing Cultures 

Task: Match the pictures 

match the pictures “Different countries — Different places”

a) b)
Canada  — 1. 
England — 2. 
France — 3. 

c) d) Russia —4. 
The USA — 5. 
Ukraine —6. 

Answer key: 1  b, 2  a, 
        3  e, 4  f, 5  c, 6  d

e) f)

Answer key: 1  b, 2  a, 
        3  e,  4  f, 5  c, 6  d
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 PAgE 6  Writing  Skills
Task: To take any country from the previous page and design “A Fact File” 

answering the following questions

T: Do you want to know the way famous people travel, some funny /   
       embar ras sing moments? 

  You’ll a have a nice opportunity. The next page is waiting for us — it’s  
       a Reading Page.

 PAgE 7  Reading Skills  
Task: To read the text and do the tasks after it

mark Twain in france
Mark Twain, the famous American writer, was travelling in France. Once he 

was going by train to Dijon. That afternoon he was very tired and wanted to 
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sleep. He therefore asked the conductor to wake him up when they came to 
Dijon. But first he explained that he was a very heavy sleeper. “I’ll probably 
protest loudly when you try to wake me up,” he said to the conductor. “But do 
not take notice, just put me off the train anyway.”

Then Mark Twain went to sleep. Later, when he woke up, it was nighttime 
and the train was in Paris already. He realized at once that the conductor 
had forgotten to wake him up at Dijon. He was very angry. He ran up to the 
conductor and began to shout at him. “I have never been so angry in all my 
life,” Mark Twain said.

The conductor looked at him calmly. “You are not half as angry as the 
American whom I put off the train at Dijon,” he said.
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I. Put the sentences in the correct order they happen in the text.
1. Mark Twain went to sleep.
2. He ran up to the conductor and began to shout at him. 
3. The conductor had forgotten to wake him up at Dijon.
4. Once he was going by train to Dijon.
5. The conductor said, “You are not half as angry as the American whom  

        I put off the train at Dijon.”
6. He asked the conductor to wake him up when they came to Dijon. 

II. Choose the best answer.
1. Where was Mark Twain going?
 a) to France   b) to America  c) to Dijon

2. He was ____________ and wanted to sleep.
 a) tired   b) hungry  c) angry

3. But do not take any notice, just put ____________ off the train anyway.
 a) the American b) me  c) the conductor

4. Where was the train when Mark Twain woke up?
 a) in  Paris b) in  America  c) in Dijon

5. I have never been so ___________ in my life. 
 a) happy b) hungry c) angry

6.What did the conductor say to Mark Twain calmly?
 a) You are not half as angry as the American whom I put off the train  

     at Paris.
 b) Do not take notice. 
 c) You are not half as angry as the American whom I put off the train  

     at Dijon. 
Answer keys: 1  c, 2  a, 3  b, 4  a, 5  c, 6  c
  1  4, 2  1, 3  6, 4  3, 5  2, 6  5
T: Have you personally / your friends / relatives ever  been in such   

        situations? 
    Could you share your opinion on this?
    Now, it’s a time for speaking.



30 31

 PAgE 8  Speaking Skills  
Task: To describe a trip using the plan 

    

T: Do you want to travel to some other, new, extraordinary towns / places? 
    What should they look like? What do you want to do there?

 PAgE 9  Creative work  
Task: To create a new 

town / country 
e.g. A Flowertown,  

         a Computerland…

T: Imagine, your   
    foreign penfriend  
    is interested in 
    your native town. 

Tell him / her 
where you are 
located, how to get 
to your town.
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 PAgE 10 Drawing
Task: To draw a map of the town / To fill in the gaps

T:  Have you changed your mind about travelling after today’s lesson?
     We’ll see it after you will be interviewed. 
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 PAgE 11 Interview 
Task: To answer the Whquestions 

T: You were asked to bring photos of your travels.
     Our last page is My Photo Adventures.

 PAgE 12 My Photo Adventures
Task: To stick photos and put the date and describe the events 
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IV. Lesson outcome (6 min.)
 Eliciting the answers:  

“I can describe a place / a trip”;
“I can correctly use a / an / the with nouns”; 
“I have learned adjectives to describe / compare places / items / events”; 
“I can write a leaflet”; 
“I can start my trip round the world”.

So, we have almost finished our class book “Our Travel Activity Book”.
Did you like to make projects during the lesson? Those who prefer doing 

projects at home, may add some pages to their books for the next lesson.
V. Home assignment (4 min.)
Our next topic is “Welcome to Ukraine”. 
Your home assignment is to write down New Vocabulary into your vocabularies 

and to prepare a poster “Why travel to Ukraine” (write down words / sentences 
and stick pictures).

Presentation of the project pages. 


